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Brothers and Sister in Christ,  
 
There is a famous story told about Abraham Lincoln. One of his advisors asked him if 
he thought God was on the Union’s side.  His response was thought provoking: “My 
concern is not whether God is on our side.  My greatest concern is to be on God’s side 
for God is always right.”  
 
That story well sums up the sense of community at 
Saint Bernadette Parish. Since my time at Saint 

Bernadette during the Air Force deployment of the pastor, Fr. Jeff Nicolas, I 
have been so gratified by your  witness.  So many other kinds of 
communities act in their own self-interest, and then claim after the fact that 
“God is on our side.”  So many of you here pray, you discern, and listen for 
the will of God.  And then with all confidence in the Lord, you act! 
 
 This annual report is a testament to you – to your generosity, your prayer 
and your grace-filled action in our surrounding community and in the world.   
I want to say, and I know Fr. Jeff and Fr. Biju would want to say, 
wholeheartedly thank you for your witness to the Lord Jesus Christ in 
Prospect, Kentucky and the surrounding community of Louisville.  May God 
bless you and your family abundantly as we walk forward together in faith, 
together as a loving community in Christ.  
  
Much love to you all in Christ,  
Fr. Pepper Elliott  
Administrator pro tempore 

Pastor Welcome 

Father Pepper, Administrator pro tempore, and Father Biju, Associate Pastor,  led a large group of parishioners on a pilgrimage to 

the Kentucky Holy Lands in June 2022. 

Fr. Jeff met a fellow Louisvillian 

while deployed to Niger, Africa 

with the KY Air National Guard 

123rd .   
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Financials – Snapshot 

Income Source Expenses Impact 

97% Offertory giving 69% 
Ministries and parish 

activities 

1% 
Fundraising, special 

events, and bequests 
21% 

Operations, facilities, 
and maintenance 

2% 
Program fees and 

investments 
10% 

Archdiocesan  
assessments 

Income Source Expenses Impact 

71% Tuition and Fees 74% Instructional Activities 

17% 
Fundraising, Donations 

and Grants 
11% 

Operations, facilities 
and maintenance 

12% 
Program Fees and  

Investments 
10% Program Activities 

  5% 
Archdiocese  
Assessments 

Parish 

School 
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Dear Fellow Parishioners, 
 

On behalf of your Finance Council, I am pleased to present our 
financial report to you for the year ended June 30, 2022.  The report 
shows the ACTUAL receipts and disbursements, the BUDGETED 
receipts and disbursements, and a column for FAVORABLE or 
UNFAVORABLE VARIANCE.  
 

THANK YOU for your generous church contributions, school income 
and other donations.  This income, along with our one-time income 
from grants, allowed us to continue our ministries during the year and 
set aside money for future bond payments. You have obviously heard 
Christ’s call to be ‘the servant of all’. 
 

However, as we move into the 2022-2023 fiscal year, we do not expect 
to again receive the income from grants as that income was due to the 
pandemic.  Hopefully, our other sources of income will rise to offset 
this lost grant income.  With your CONTINUED GENEROSITY we will 
again be able to fund our ministries and meet our bond obligation.  
 

Also, if you are not already doing so, please consider using “WESHARE 
ONLINE GIVING” for your church contributions.  This commitment is 
more than for convenience’s sake.  It’s a promise that no matter the 
season in life, your first act is to be a generous member of this parish 
community.  You can register for WeShare on our website: 
www.stb2008.org/online-giving.  If you have questions regarding this 
registration, please contact Tina LaTulippe at tinal@stb2008.org. 
 

We are almost ‘half-way home’ in the payment of our original bond 
indebtedness of $10 million.  At June 30, 2022, the balance owed on 
our bond payable was $5.25 million.   We make annual bond payments 
on March 1 ranging from $575,000 to $750,000 on an ascending basis.  
The bond is scheduled to be fully paid in March of 2030. 
 

Your Finance Council continues to monitor the parish finances and 
expenses, and to conduct internal audits.  If you have any questions or 
comments, please contact me at 548-0199 or any other member of 
the Finance Council: Russell Cotton, Mark Greenwell, Kathy Lee, James 
Mueller, Mark Naber, Jim Roberts, and Sheila Stoke. 
 

THANK YOU again for your past and ongoing generosity, 
 

Charlie Veeneman 
Finance Council Chair 

 

Financial Report 

Saint Bernadette formed a youth choir 

to cantor and sing at several Masses 

throughout the year. 

A herd of cattle came to 8:30am Mass 

on June 19. 

Youth Ministry made their annual trip to 

Holiday World. 

http://www.stb2008.org/online-giving
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Income Statement –  

General Operations 

Account Name 21/22 Actual 21/22 Budget 

Favorable/ 
(Unfavorable)  

Variance 

Collections and Restricted Gifts     1,675,926      1,771,300             (95,374) 

School Tuition     2,465,680      2,638,218           (172,538) 

Donations and Fundraising           19,977           55,950             (35,973) 

Grant Income        568,801         103,000             465,801  

Investment Income          14,275           33,812             (19,537) 

Auxiliary Program Income          70,065           31,775               38,290  

Preschool/After School Care Fees        472,408         545,850             (73,442) 

Cafeteria Income        176,576         195,888             (19,312) 

PTO Fees & Fundraising          75,610           39,800               35,810  

Athletics Income         123,889           98,770               25,119  

Total Income     5,663,207      5,514,363             148,844  

Surplus for Future Bond Payments        609,320         506,541             102,779  

Expenses 

Account Name 21/22 Actual 21/22 Budget 

Favorable/ 
(Unfavorable)  

Variance 

Salaries and Benefits     2,913,268      2,928,758               15,490  

Maintenance and Utilities        424,691         405,906             (18,785) 

Supplies and Services        422,659         282,736           (139,923) 

Interest Expense        177,035         178,063                 1,028  

Archdiocesan Assessments        312,394         319,000                 6,606  

Auxiliary Program Expense        121,417         176,780               55,363  

Preschool/After School Care Expense        330,349         337,011                 6,662  

Cafeteria Expense        179,703         191,008               11,305  

PTO Expense          17,904           35,550               17,646  

Athletics Expense        107,181           99,510               (7,671) 

Capital Purchases          47,286           53,500                 6,214  

Total Expense     5,053,887      5,007,822             (46,065) 

Income 

 A group of parishioners attended the installation 

of Archbishop Shelton Fabre on March 30, 2022 
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Stewardship Highlights 

PARISH TWINNING (HAITI) 
 

Our Parish Twinning Committee supports our sister parish, 
St. Louis de Gonzague, in Haiti to help with the operating  
expenses of the church and the school, St. Veronica.  In 
addition to our budgeted quarterly support, we sent 
additional money for repairs following the devastating 7.2 
earthquake in August 2021.  There was extensive structural 
damage to the school and the rectory.   

Quarterly Support  $ 15,000   

School Earthquake Repairs  $ 18,846    

Rectory Earthquake Repairs  $ 39,080    

Total Funds Sent to Haiti $ 72,926  

SAINT BERNADETTE DIAPER BANK 

The Diaper Bank serves 13 local agencies, and 
this year distributed 188,558 diapers.  The 
Diaper Bank received 558,694 diapers donated 
and they were able to purchase an additional 
40,702 diapers through donated funds.  In June, 
the Diaper Bank began collaborating with Mayor 
Greg Fischer, Louisville Metro Resilience and 
Community Services, OFW Louisville and 
Louisville Metro Council Women's Caucus to 
increase donations and storage space.  Stay 
tuned for more amazing work to come in the 
new year. 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

Our parish is dedicated to supporting the Church, 
both on a diocesan level and worldwide, as well as 
aiding the needs of our local charities.   

 

Archdiocesan Charities         $ 1,252 

Black and Native American         $ 741 

Campaign for Human Development         $ 643  

Catholic Higher Education            $ 720  

Catholic Relief Services         $ 1,785  

Catholic Services Appeal     $ 199,920  

Crusade for Children          $ 4,910  

Diaper Bank          $ 11,318  

Holy Land (Good Friday)             $ 330  

Opportunities for Life         $ 1,036  

Owensboro Tornado Relief $ 35,099  

Parish Twinning (Haiti)       $ 61,764  

Peters Pence           $ 1,761  

Retired Religious          $ 2,127  

Rice Bowls          $ 2,176  

St Vincent DePaul (WeShare & Candles)       $13,601 

The Giving Tree        $ 13,438 

World Mission          $ 875 

TOTAL:       $ 361,136 

The Saint Bernadette Diaper Bank started collaborating with the 

Women’s Caucus of Metro Council to address diaper need.   

The students at St. Veronica pray for Fr. Bill Fichteman, former 

Administrator pro tempore at Saint Bernadette, who died May 17. 
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Ministry Impact 

  DESCRIPTION  DETAILS 

 

Celebration of the 
Holy Sacrifice  
of the Mass 

Average Sunday Mass attendance: 900/wk 
Daily Mass attendance: 250/wk 
No. of Masses Celebrated: 458 

 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Hours committed: 558/yr 
Spontaneous Hours: 260/yr 
Hourly Adorers and Substitutes: 10 

 

Faith Formation  
Adult Parishioners: 150 
G.I.F.T. Enrollment: 163 
SMA Enrollment: 492 

 

Funerals 
24 individuals were laid to rest and their 
families were supported through funerals 

 

Other Sacraments 

Weddings: 7 
Baptisms: 89 
First Communion: 94 
Confirmations: 76 

 

New Members 
89 households were welcomed as  
new members of our parish. 

 

Blood Drive 
337 pints of living saving blood were 
collected during 5 blood drives. 

 

Dignity of Life 

$7,914 was collected through the Baby Bottle 
Boomerang for the Little Way Pregnancy 
Resource Center.  2,787 Christmas cards were 
delivered to Catholic Charities that were 
distributed to  nursing and care homes 
residents.  

 

Neighbors  
Serving Neighbors 

An example from one of our 16 neighbor 
care ministries is Giving Tree.  Our parish 
donated over $40,000 to 8 community 
agencies for Christmas needs. 

 

Youth Ministry Participants: 50 
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Dear Parishioners, 
 
As I reflect upon the 
2021-2022 school 
year, I am humbled to 
think about the many 
ways that our 
community grew 
together. Last year’s 

school theme was “Let Your Light Shine 
Bright”. Our inspiration for this theme was 
built on the foundation of Matthew 5:15-16: 
“Let your light shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father in heaven.” Last year, as we began to 
emerge from the previously challenging 
pandemic school years, we worked 
collectively towards common goals in doing 
good works for our school & parish 
community as stewards of faith and with 
Christ as our role model. Through our mission 
and core values, we strived to develop 
extraordinary lives by opening our hearts, 
minds, eyes, and hands to the world. 
Together, we achieved great things and 
because of your partnership, we celebrate the 
following successes and accomplishments. 
 
Mrs. Julie Speer 
Interim Principal 2021-2022 
 

The Monarch Mile fundraiser held on March 11, 2022 raised 

$54,074. These funds went towards the construction of our new 

outdoor classroom and additional campus sidewalks.  

SMA Highlights 
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MISSION & CATHOLIC IDENTITY  
• All faculty members attended a staff retreat at 

Mount Saint Francis prior to the start of the school 
year. 

• Our 8th grade students attended a Leadership 
Retreat at Jefferson Memorial Forest. 

• Students and staff planned and participated in 
weekly Mass, a Living Rosary, Reconciliation, Holy 
Thursday & Good Friday prayer services, and a May 
Crowning. 

• 2nd grade students received the sacraments of 
Reconciliation and First Eucharist. 

• 8th grade students received the sacrament of 
Confirmation. 

• Students in grade levels K-4 spread Christmas joy at 
local nursing homes through a dance and choir 
performance. 

• The school community participated in several 
collections to serve the community, including food 
collections & the annual Diaper Drive. 

• Middle school students 
met with their Pre-K, K, 
and 1st grade buddies 
regularly throughout 
the school year. 

 

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 
• SMA students in grades 

3-8 achieved higher 
MAP Growth scores in 
reading and math than 
the Archdiocese 
average and national 
mean RIT in all grade 
levels. 

• K-2 teachers participated in Orton Gillingham 
training focusing on the foundations of reading. 
Teachers attended the National Conference for 
Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) conference, the 
Kentucky Society for Technology in Education 
(KYSTE) conference, as well as various other 
professional development opportunities, including 
personalized math instruction coaching. 

 

FACILITIES 
• Purchased new concrete pads and bleachers by the 

soccer field, picnic tables with umbrellas in the 
library outdoor patio, and lighting to replace LED 
fixtures for parking light poles. 

• Resealed the parking lot and added two new 
Pickleball courts. 

• Installed a new steamer oven for the kitchen. 
• Installed a new HVAC unit in the music classroom 

area and the HVAC unit for the office. 
• Built an outdoor classroom on the front lawn, as 

well as added new sidewalks. 
 

TECHNOLOGY 
• Installed ten 

Clevertouch Boards 
for classrooms. 

• Purchased class 
sets of iPads for 
Kindergarten, 1st 
grade, 4th grade 
and 6th grade. 

• Provided teachers 
with MacBook Pros. 

 
YEAR 

2017—18 

2018—19 

2019—20 

2020—21 

2021—22 

ENROLLMENT NUMBERS 

K-8 

465 

471 

465 

447 

437 

Preschool 

76 

65 

61 

53 

55 

Total 

541 

536 

526 

500 

492 
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Parishioner Spotlight: Terri Green 

In December of 2018, I moved to Louisville and  began to attend Saint 
Bernadette with my daughter and her family.  I have always been involved in 
my church, growing up Lutheran, spending several years Presbyterian, then 
back to Lutheran again.  After a year of attending this wonderful church, I 
decided to take the leap and join the Catholic Church.  I began taking RCIA 
(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) classes and found many things quite 
challenging to me (The Virgin Mary, praying to Saints, not able to take 
communion) and asked a lot of questions only to feel more uncomfortable 
with some of the Catholic beliefs and practices.  I often left RCIA, drove home 
in tears, and finally decided that I was not ready to step into this new faith.   
In March of 2022 I was driving home from work one day and thought about 
how much I missed having a church home and that I really needed to make 
some decisions.  That Sunday after Mass, Sharon Schuhmann told me she had 

me on her heart lately and welcomed me to reconsider joining.  I had chills at that moment and felt that 
it was an answer to my longing and prayers.  After further conversation with Sharon, I decided to come 
back to some of the RCIA classes, and this time many of my questions were answered in a more 
understandable way.  I very quickly knew that it was time to again pursue this and join on Pentecost.   
 

Through RCIA I took a deep look at my faith and had to reassess my own relationship with Jesus Christ. It 
became a wonderful experience.  I had struggled with the idea of RCIA classes because I had a lifetime of 
a deep faith and service and could not understand why I needed to learn about everything AGAIN.  I had 
joined the Presbyterian Church and Lutheran church with nothing more than a single Q &A session and 
had a welcome cake after.   
 

When I stood and professed my faith on Pentecost, it was such a deep renewal of my faith and such a 
glorious welcome into the church, one I had not ever felt before.  In that moment I knew why the RCIA 
process is there and I realized how the process woke me up and deepened of my faith.  One of my 
struggles was not being able to take Communion.  I served communion in my Lutheran church, so I had a 
hard time with not being welcomed to participate in the Catholic Church.  But taking that first 
communion on Pentecost as a Catholic was an experience that I have no words for.  It filled my heart 
and soul and had so much more profound meaning.  I had a new understanding and deep feeling of the 
presence of my Lord and Savior.  This was a journey as it is for everyone.  For me it took some time, 
some struggle, soul searching, and a lot of patience from loving people.  But it was so worth it and I am 
so excited to be here.  No welcome cake needed – the process was so much sweeter!   

“First Communion . . . filled my heart and soul and had  
so much more profound meaning.  I had a new 

understanding and deep feeling of  
the presence of my Lord and Savior. “ 
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Take Action in 2023! 

We are all called to be part of the community of faith. One way to answer this call is through ministries and 
events– and our parish provides these opportunities throughout the year. Stay tuned to the bulletin and 
weekly Flocknotes Emails to be in the know.  Also, have you liked us on Facebook? 

 

Flocknotes is the system we use to send weekly emails about events in the parish.  We send  
one each Friday at 2pm with news for the weekend and we send one on Wednesdays at 2pm 
with prayer requests.  Not getting these?  Be sure to check your spam folder and add 
mail@flocknote.com to your address book.  Contact our Mission Advancement Advocate, Nancy 

Falls at nancyf@stb2008.org or 815-3106 to get set-up.  You can also log into the system to select other 
news to receive like Adult Faith Formation, Women’s Ministry, Young at Heart, and much, much, more! 

 

For more information on how you can grow deeper in your faith, please contact Sharon 
Schuhmann, Pastoral Associate for Intentional Discipleship, at sharons@stb2008.org or 815-
3103.  Opportunities include bible studies, retreats, trips to the Kentucky Holy Land, RCIA, Youth 
Ministry, annulments, and so much more. 
 
For more information on our G.I.F.T (Growing in Faith Together) Program for religious education 
for children who do not attend Catholic school, please contact Elizabeth Auffrey, Director of 
Children’s Faith Formation, at elizabetha@stb2008.org or 815-3108.  Also, stay tuned on how 
you can get involved in Vacation Bible School! 
 

 
 

For more information on our parish school, Saint Mary Academy, or to arrange a tour, please 
contact Susan Naber, Admissions Coordinator, at susan.naber@saintmaryacademy.com or 315-
2552  
 
 

For more information on our outreach ministries and events, and how to get involved or 
volunteer, please contact our Neighbor Care Coordinator, Ellen Creely, at ellenc@stb.2008.org  
or 815-3101.  Ellen is also a great resource for Service Hours! 

 
 

For more information on our liturgical ministries (lector, usher, welcome minister, eucharistic 
minister, adult choir, youth choir) and how to get involved, please contact our Assistant Director 
of Worship and Music, Kelley Magnuson, at kelleym@stb.2008.org  or 815-3115.   

 

We encourage parishioners to use WeShare to make their contributions to the parish.  You can 
also donate to Second Collections and other special projects here.  For more information, 
contact our Office Support Coordinator, Tina LaTulippe, at tinal@stb2008.org or 815-3102. 
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Tania Vergara-Gongora, a high school senior, has been involved in the 

parish for several years as an altar server, lector, participant in Youth 

Ministry, and national youth conferences.  In November 2021 she was 

chosen to be the Spanish language interpreter on the main stage for 

NCYC (National Catholic Youth Conference).    Saint Bernadette 

nominated Tania for the National Youth Advisory Council, and she 

was selected this past summer. She is one of 12 youth across the 

country to serve on this board. Recently, she received word that the 

National Youth Advisory Council members have been invited to have 

an audience with Pope Francis on October 12, 2022.  Stay tuned for 

more news from this amazing youth in our parish. 

Stay tuned . . .  


